
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.            
                                      *Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE    Largo and Allegro guisto (from “Lute Concerto”)             Vivaldi 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 34): 
Leader:  O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt God’s name 
 forever. 

People:  Let me keep my tongue from evil and my lips from speaking 
 deceit; let me depart from evil and do good, seek peace and 
 pursue it. 

Leader:  When the righteous cry for help, God hears and rescues us 
 from our troubles; God redeems the life of God’s servants; 
 none who take refuge in the Lord will be condemned. 

People:  I will bless the Lord at all times; God’s praise shall continually 
 be in my mouth.  

* HYMN 473                 For the Beauty of the Earth                              Dix 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

(Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record your 
presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad has 
been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)                   
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CALL TO CONFESSION     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of grace and glory, we confess that we fail to live as you would 
call us to live. We can be a faithless and tiresome people, filled with 
anger, greed, distasteful language and misguided conversations. We 
can be hard hearted, neglectful and thankless and for all this and 
more known only to you, we are sorry. Forgive our foolish ways. 
Guide us to become more like Christ, for we are grateful for your 
love and want to serve you well.  

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 
 through despair, life breaks through death. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
 Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end.  Amen, Amen.   

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has 
 opened his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)           

+ Children leave for Summer Sunday School in the Chapel. + 

* HYMN 307                   Fight the Good Fight              Duke Street 



 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON                  Zechariah 8:9-23  

ANTHEM  I Got Me Flowers (from "Five Mystical Songs") Vaughan Williams     
 MALCOLM COUDEN, BARITONE 

SECOND LESSON           Ephesians 6:10-20  

SERMON                             “Fresh Starts”              Rev. Beverly Dempsey 

OFFERTORY     Quia fecit mihi magna (from "Magnificat")         J. S. Bach 
MALCOLM COUDEN, BARITONE  

He that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his name. 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                     Old Hundredth 
 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day  
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN (in bulletin)    Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus               Webb 

* BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE                 Allegro (from “Lute Concerto”)                      Vivaldi  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Zechariah 8:9-23 (NRSV) 

Thus says the LORD of hosts: Let your hands be strong—you that have 
recently been hearing these words from the mouths of the prophets who 
were present when the foundation was laid for the rebuilding of the 
temple, the house of the LORD of hosts. 10For before those days there 
were no wages for people or for animals, nor was there any safety from 
the foe for those who went out or came in, and I set them all against one 
other. 11But now I will not deal with the remnant of this people as in the 
former days, says the LORD of hosts. 12For there shall be a sowing of 
peace; the vine shall yield its fruit, the ground shall give its produce, and 
the skies shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people 
to possess all these things. 13Just as you have been a cursing among the 
nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so I will save you and you 
shall be a blessing. Do not be afraid, but let your hands be strong. 14For 
thus says the LORD of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon 
you, when your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, 
says the LORD of hosts, 15so again I have purposed in these days to do 
good to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah; do not be afraid. 16These 
are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to one another, render 
in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, 17do not devise 
evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the LORD. 
 18The word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying: 19Thus says 
the LORD of hosts: The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, 
and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of 
joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah: therefore 
love truth and peace. 20Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet 
come, the inhabitants of many cities; 21the inhabitants of one city shall 
go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to entreat the favor of the LORD, 
and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am going.” 22Many peoples and 
strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to 
entreat the favor of the LORD. 23Thus says the LORD of hosts: In those 
days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew, 
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard 
that God is with you.” 



 

 

Ephesians 6:10-20 (NRSV) 

 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 
11Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies 
of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole 
armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, 
and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and 
fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 
righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you 
ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the 
shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword  
of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18Pray in the Spirit at all times 
in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 
persevere in supplication for all the saints. 
 19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given 
to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for 
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, 
as I must speak. 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please take a 
moment to fill out the Visitor Card in the blue folder at the end of your pew. 
Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & Conversation 
where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice of a gift book. 
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are:  Ken Stevens, Captain 

     Victoria Franke       Joan Johnson      Patience Okorie       Ron Wittreich  
 
Our Guest Preacher today is Rev. Beverly Dempsey. Beverly has been a 
friend of First Presbyterian Church since 2004 when she graduated from 
Union Theological Seminary. For the last two years, she was Transitional 
Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Ramsey. Since February, Beverly  
has been enjoying a sabbatical from pastoral ministry while she cares for  
her 9 month old, soon-to-be-adoptive son. She is grateful once again for  
the opportunity to worship with First this morning. 




